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MINUTES
WAYLAND TOWNSHIP JOINT MEETING
TOWNSHIP BOARD AND PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 @ 6:30 p.m.

Call to Order -VanVolkinburg at 6:30.  	
Pledge of Allegiance –   Sprague
Roll Call –	Fryling(P), VanVolkinburg(P), Kamyszek(A), Miner(P), Stein(P)
		Brenner(P), Nardin(P), Ross(P), Standish(P), Stoddard(P), Sprague(P)
Approval of Joint Committee Meeting Minutes October 2, 2024 and Approval of tonight’s agenda.
Motion by Fryling seconded by Miner  Voice vote (Yes)  

Audience (1st):  
None

Items to be Discussed – 

[bookmark: _Hlk166760006][bookmark: _Hlk161483814]Increase in the escrow requirement for SES applications to $15,000.
The current escrow amount may not be sufficient for larger projects including Data Centers, Battery Energy Storage Systems, Wind Energy Facilities and some PUDs.  Operating Escrow accounts to pay for ongoing township requested/required inspections for facilities/project after development is completed was also discussed.  The Wayland Township Planning Commission is considering these changes in the ordinances currently under revision.  The current Wayland Township zoning application fees and escrow policy will require revision to incorporated any changes reccommended by the planning commission and approve by the township board

Updated contact list 
The list dated 3/17/26 was distributed.  Changes noted will be included in future versions.

Short term rentals
Clarification on the status of short term rentals was requested.  Renting houses is allowed in the township.  The duration of any rental is not specified so restrictions on short-term rentals is not recommended by the township attorney. An ordinance to require a license for short-term rentals would be a better option if the township wants to do something in regards to short-term rentals.

Data Centers
Our zoning ordinance does not address data centers.  The planning commission should add this item to their list after the current ordinance changes are completed.

Sound/Video Audio in hall
Large screen TVs capable of showing meeting and public hearing information to attendees and an audio system would improve the quality of township events.  It would also allow training to be conducted in the township hall.  This item was move from the 7 year to the 3 year goal list.

Road mileage
Putting a road mileage on the upcoming ballot was discussed and a two mil proposal was determined to be the best option.  This will not provide the funding necessary for rebuilding roads but it will help in preventative maintenance.  Wayland Township is an exception in Allegan County with no mileage for road construction or maintenance.


Sexton
Jim Stein is the Sexton.  The Sexton duties were removed from the clerk position when the previous clerk/sexton resigned.

Elections
Township board positions will be up for election in Nov 2028 except for the clerk partial term position which will be on the 2026 ballot.

Communication
There is sometimes a lack of communication within the township.  We need to work on communicating better.  Specifically, the planning commission should know in advance when a vacant planning commission position is being filled by the township board.

Strategic Plan 2026- 
See update plan on next page.

Audience (second):
None

[bookmark: _Hlk166761232]Around the Table Comments: 
Miner- A berm and skim project should be looked into with Allegan County to improve 8th Street.
VanVolkinburg – Welcomed the 2 new member of the planning commission.
Brenner- The ZBA will have a meeting on Feb 24
	


Adjourn
A motion was made by VanVolkinburg and seconded by Brenner to adjourn.
Voice vote (Yes)
Meeting adjourned at 8:41.






















Wayland Township
Strategic Plan -2026


Completed since last meeting-
	Roads - 	125th Ave from 7th St to 10th St
	Roads -	Hill Lake Road 



Three Year Goals
	Roads – 	8th St from 129th Ave to 126th/127th Ave (7th St?)
							

	Misc-		Sound/Video Audio TV system for Hall



Seven Year Goals
	Roads-		7th St from 135th Ave to 136th Ave (split cost of 136th with Leighton Twp)
	Roads-		125th Chip Seal previous reconstruction

	Misc-		Digital sign



Long Term

	
	Roads-		133rd St fromWildcat Dr to Greggorville Rd
	Roads-		Preventative Maintenance on roads – chip seal

	Misc-		Parks/Trails


